Outcome of foreign residents undergoing deceased donor liver transplantation in China: a single-center experience in Taiwan.
Foreign residents seeking liver transplantation in China are not uncommon. The outcomes of these people have not been well reported, and the results remain unclear. A total of 64 adults [26 with end-stage liver disease (ESLD) and 38 with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)] who underwent donation after cardiac death (DCD) liver transplantation in China during a 5-year period were reviewed. The median follow-up period was 15.6 months. The estimated 3-month mortality rate was 4.7%. The overall survival (OS) rate of the entire patient group at 1 and 3 years was 80.3% and 63.6%, respectively. The 1- and 3-year graft survival rates were 78.5% and 64.4%, respectively. For ESLD, the 1- and 3-year OS rates were 82.5% and 82.5%, respectively. For HCC, the 1- and 3-year survival rates were 78.3% and 50.8%, respectively. The 1- and 3-year OS rates for the HCC patients who were beyond the Milan criteria (MC; n = 24) versus those who met the MC (n = 14) were 69.8% and 28.2% versus 92.9% and 92.9% (P = 0.0032). The 1- and 3-year disease-free survival rates for those beyond the MC versus those who met the MC were 56.8% and 39.0% versus 92.3% and 92.3% (P = 0.0089). The incidence of complications was 59.4%. Biliary complications (n = 24, 37.5%), vascular complications (n = 24, 37.5%), and infection (n = 16, 25%) were the 3 most frequent transplant-related complications. There were 10 patients with unsolved biliary complications, and a total of 5 patients died of posttransplant infections. In conclusion, patients with ESLD or HCC within the MC seeking DCD liver transplants in China obtained survival results comparable to those of other major cohorts from Western countries. However, a considerably high incidence of biliary complications, vascular complications, and infection substantially threatening the lives of patients is notable. Furthermore, the associated cost impact on medical resource utilization should not be overlooked.